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OPEN LETTER TO THE RT. HON. PAUL MARTIN 

Let’s create a Canada fit for children.

Let’s respect their right to be protected 
from physical punishment.

November 20, 2004

Dear Prime Minister:

Today is National Child Day - a day to celebrate the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child, ratified by Canada in 1991.

Article 19 of this Convention requires governments to protect children from
all forms of physical or mental violence, injury, or abuse.

A growing volume of research confirms that physical punishment is harmful
to children. It creates a risk of physical injury and abuse, depression and
anxiety. A recent Statistics Canada study also confirms that children who are
physically punished are more likely to exhibit aggressive behaviour such as
bullying. 

Section 43 of the Canadian Criminal Code permits physical punishment of
children. It therefore violates the U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child.

In 1995, and again in 2003, the United Nations Committee responsible for
this Convention urged Canada to repeal Section 43 of the Criminal Code.

We, the co-signing organizations, call on your government to honour
Canada’s commitment to the U.N. Convention.

Repeal Section 43 Now!

Join our campaign to repeal Section 43.

Contact the Prime Minister and your local M.P. to urge support.

For MP contacts or information on Section 43 of the Criminal Code and the 
U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child, visit www.repeal43.org

For research on physical punishment, see the
Joint Statement on Physical Punishment of Children and Youth at www.cheo.on.ca


